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Question: How would your wife

Or

irlfriend complete this sentence

here’s nothing wrong with my guy

thot a good

Would she answer —
A massage

r ty?

A kick-in-the-pants?
the qQuestion
of similar
calibre — is Ugly Dave
Gray on the new Channel
7 panel show, Celebrity
Tattletales,

Answering the guestions
are such “celebrities” as
Garry McDonald, Joheny
Pace, John lon and
Al Grassby,

Then compere Gray
puts the quuuon to their
spouses e who can
match th nnmr! with
the hubbies’. What could
be simpler?

In one of the under-
statements of
young 1 Ch:

play along wuh the con-
testants.’
We nhmﬂdn( scoff. You
didn't haw 1
Einstéin lay along
with Bhn cty-Blanks,
Celebrity  Squares and
‘amily Feud, and look
how  popular they've
been.
is banking on
the notion that the era of
the celebrity panel show

. .. wouldn't fix?

hasn't  passed a0t
launches  Tattletales  to-
morrow evening at

Screening Monday to

Friday, it carries the sta-
tion's hopes of strength-
ening & timeslot which
proved a headache last
year (remember Willesee
at Six, Makin Time and
the old Be-

-mp-gr.
witched?) sition

shows, Channel 10's news
and The Young Doctors,
have taken it in turns to
dominate that slot.

couple of points.”

CTT is based on an
American  show  (aren't
they all?) which producer
Reg Grundy first sug-
gested to the Seven net-
work about the middle
last year.

We could quibble wth
the term, “celebrity.”
Kinging interprets that 10
mean anyone who is
regulacly in the public
eye.

The show is carcfully
mimed to appeal to
women and children, who
make up the bulk of the

Running Blind, a new BBC thrill-

er starting on Channel 2 this week,
has two quite spectacular scenic
attractions going for it. ....

s the countryside
replete  with
tranquil lakes, ice-capped
pcaks and verdant val-

Th other is the sim-
ilarly delightful contours
of one of that country's
leading actresses.

We see a _ goodly
amount of the first, and
cven more of the second
in episode one on ABC at
8.30 tomorrow night.

In other respects, the
thriller is no more than
routine, about the same
standard ns The Aphro-
dite Inheritance (al-
though, compressod into

Suart Wilson ss

three SO-minute episodes,
mercifully shorter),

Running Blind is based
on the bestselling movel
by Desmond _ Bagley.
Judging by the TV treat-
ment, Bagley’s book skips
along quitc nicely on the
tried-and-true formula of
cloak-and-dagger intrigue,
without placing any great
demands on the reader's
intellect.

The hero, or, as is the

vogue these days, the
a n t i-hero, is  Alan
Stewart, a British secret
agent who quit the ser-

vice in 1974 when he dis-
covered  his  superiors

itish agent Al in the
Running Bllnd (AIC TV, Monday).
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gets a reprieve

audience.
viewers, 1 guess,

6 pm

curious’ 10 know _about,

sy, Roger
wife, or Joanne Lock-
wood's  husband,  and
childcen are likely 10 be
amused by some of the
risque answers.

Kinging  says:  “We
don't inhibit the con-
testants, except to the
constraints  of  family
viewing time. We wouold
erase 1 i they went
overboard. The show

won't be crude or wul-
gar”

One of the scmi-regn-
lars on CTT is Barbara
Rogers, who since the
end of Great Temptation
has helped her husband
in their boat business,
compared ladies’ days in

lind

the clubs and made shop-
ping centre appearances.

It may run counter to
her image, but you can
expect hear few
saucy remarks from Bar-
bie. e said, “1 think it
will surpeise pcopic who
lhou.)u of me an in-

icant ' Httte thing
never used 0 say
anything.

“On Temptation I had
10 be seen and not open
my mouth much. On Tat-
teltales l send up my nu

Terry) and
laoghs nkou(
He wasn't mad on
it_at first,
thinks it's 2 hoot.”

Channel 7 will

know
when the ratings resume
in February how many
people agree with him.

one

to stop

and

uped him
one of his colle:
Update to S<o1lan.|
1978, where Stewart is
visited in his hideaway
by his former boss, a
chnmmgly evil  chap
amed Siade, who gives
hlmicholu

Either do a simple er-
rand, or Slade will tell
KGB agent  Kennikin,
Stewart’s old adversar:

e he ‘is. Not oaly

.ma hllm.

three-part BBC thriller

see

that, but Slade will blab
all about Stewart's girl-
friend in Iceland.

Keanikin  is  under-
standably eager to find
Stewart, who had tried to
kill him and in the at-
the
impotent. Who
bear a grudge
about that?

Stewart accepts the job
— collecting a small par-
cel and delivering it to
Icelas Of course the
task turns out to be any-
thing but simple, and has
more than & touch of
danger.

Start  Wilson, whom
you might remember as
Count Vromsky in Anna
Karenina, plays Stewart
with much pouting, glar-
ing and ill-temper.

George Sewell,
more  honest

ial Branch,
his role as Slade.

So, it's off to Iceland

where  he's  shadowed,
pursucd and attacked at
wedictable intervals, still
caving sdequate time for
falling into the arms of
bis lady Elin.

This brings us to that
actress, onc of lceland's
most striking _attractions.
Her name s Heida Stein-
drosdottir, If she ever
makes it to Hollywood, T

t her, agent changes
that name very smartly.

She's the classic North-
ern beauty, with the fi-

a much
cop in
relishes

nest bl ir, peaches-
and-cream skin and
scolptured  figure.  Yes,
but can she act? That's

hard to tell. For most of
the first episode she's ex-
pressionless, except when
she’s making Jove with a
that would melt
the snow on those peaks.

¥
amy lunondd md his ‘;ﬂc Dl-;_\l culc wlh "ualy" Dave Gray In Celobrity

W.EB. fails to
snare rating

audiences

Ironically, the first
of last year's new
American shows to
be judged a dud by
real-life TV program-
mers wos W.EB, a
series set in the cut-
throat world of TV

programming.

It was axed after only
six ome-hour episodes
headed by two-hour

a
pilot, & hirly typical life-
span for a mew series
these days a3 the

merican TV  industry
frantically searches for a
substitute  for  violence
that still pulls viewers.

Channel 10,  which
bought WEB before its
cancellation, has kept the
series on ice until now, a
non-rating period.

Judging by the first
episode, which screens at
8.30 pm on Monday, that
was a wise move.

The story,
woman producer’s fight
for survival and recog-
the tough world
, is broadly based
the experiences at

about a

on
NBC of WEB's own pro-
ducer, Lin Bolen.

Bolen now has her own

production company,
which is just as well, con-
sidering how the network

Ellen cumlngru

(Channel 10, Mondty

heirarchy is depicted In
lhc xcnes
boss, Harry Brooks

(Jou Colicos),  unaf-
fectionately known as
“King" by his staff, is a
tyrant; the _chief _pro-
ammer,  Jack ley
Alex Cord), a sadist;
D: Costello  (Andrew

an
Princ), head of nﬂwork
sales, a drus

Dunlap. Richard " Base:

hart), head of news, a
has-been with a drinking
problem and a schizoph-
renic wife.

Let loose among that
unattractive lot is Ellen
Cunningham, the tough
but vulnerable, ambitious
but romatnic, young pro-
ducer.

She's played by Pa-
mela Bclr vood who, her
voice breaking hys-
terically every so often,
copes best she can
with the cliches sprinkled
liberall lhrou;h the im-
plausible s

With m unrewardmx
yeans slogpnl away in

K rogramming
bel md her, Ellen at last
gets her big chance under
highly improbable
circumstances.

lclhibod In ij
pm).

After
million
Centennial-type
called  Qur

spending  $30
on a hour

it's un-American.

It's not any America
he or any American au-
dience would recognise,
he tells his trembling
executives. What's more,
it doesn’t even mention
Thanksgiving. -

With only 24 hours to
come up With something
new, Kiley, who's never
bothered to view Our
America at any stage of
its production, passes the
buck to its petulant pro-
ducer, David Howell
(Zalman King).

If he doesn't come up
with the goods, Kiley
threatens to mll in some
boyhood pals, now Las
Vegas hoodlums, to “bust
his legs in eight nlam
and cut off his ears.”

Ellen, who just hap
pens to be Howell's girl-
friend, comes to the res-
suggesting

and edity
original series to please the
boss.

After telling Kiley not
1o call her “kid," sho gels
the job, Kiley goes off to
ride his exercise bicycle
and the producer, una-
ware of how much his
brainchild Is o be butch-
ered, spends the rest of
the episode sleeping or
having tuntrums,

He discovers the truth,
of course, It's me or

job, ho tells Ellen,

rotests she's only doing
R for him, “No," "he
storms, “you're doing it

because it makes you feel
more like a man."

Ellen, who's been re-

making the  program
2lded only by an army of
students, s~ either oo
stunned or exhausted (o
reply. Exit Howell,

Will ‘Ellen choose ro-
mance or her carcer? If
it's her carcer, will she
succeed in making the
series a8 American a8
apple pie?

You'll have to wait
until next week for the
answers as Chonnel 10,
for reasons best known (o
themselves, have  split
what was originally the
two-hour pilot, into two
episodes.

It's  highly unlikely,
however, that the sus-
pense will kill anyone.



