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and TELEVISION TODAY, May 18, 1978

TELEVISION TODAY

BB Stotlund siars production next
week on o new three.part thriller
serial filmed in lecland and in
Scottand, o
Jack Gerson has deamutised a
novel by Desmond Bagley, Running
Blind, which Bob Mcintosh i pro
s:iawmgggmgk h an mg%&gnm\ cast,
although the production is in no way
& co-production the BRC is mﬂ.tiﬁy
up all the money, Each episode will
be 50 minutes long, ‘
The serial is being made for aet

| work showing wnd Bob Mcintash|
Ropes to have Bt rendy for trarsmis,

som By September so Lhat it could go
into the autumn schedules this year,

s

THE BBC has been found not guilty

‘ ?f wiping videotapes af%ignﬁc: or
mportant programmes. The allega.
tions, which have heen made from

time to time, often refer to drama

productions either writlen or
directed by peaple who Bave since

became distinguished in their field,

50 that early examples of their work

are oot available

‘Tha Archivas Abvisory Committ.

168, 501 up in 1976 by the BEC under

L -

~ Archive allegations

 The cast and the m&}ﬁétm unit
will be living raugh in leeland. They

. will be filming inthe intenior where

there are no hotels and no visitar
aceommadation, so that the whole

unit will be living in tents, They are

also likely 1o be the frst people this
| yesr into the interior. until now the

weather hus prevented work there,

* Shooting i scheduled Lo take two
months, L
Bill Brayne 15 directing the serial,
which has a secret service thniller
background. Stuart Wilson plays the
special agent and George Sewell s

the secret secvice boss who gives

lyim his assignment.

celandic thriller

The female lead Is being plaved by
| Icelandic actress, Heldur
Stemdersdottir, who was trained at
the Bristol Old Vic, and others in an
| International cast are lun MeCulloch
| and Richard Hurndall,

HBC Scotland's other major pro-

| lect is @ dramatisation of John

| Burhan's Huntingtower which s to
' be made in six 30-minute episodes
| with Pharic MeLaren producing. The
director, Bob Hird, starts filming
next month and hopes to have the
| serial completed by October,
. Casting & |n progress at the mo-
ment but cantracts have not vet
been signed, ||

says that allegations of wiping irre-

‘ ?‘ﬁﬂé*ﬁ*@f tapes are “largely un.

ounded” and adds that “the BBC is
fortunate in having so many
‘people among its

archive-minded
| Stalf, - ~ ,
|| One problem facing the commit-

Lee

rcgm rt sometime later this year, is
what to do about programmes
transmitted live that con

unfounded

BBC Governors. In it the committee.

vhich is due 1o make its full

d very well

| Phanie Mclaren has been looking

‘at Huntinglower as a serial subject
for some years, but the screen rights
are held by Walt Disnev Productions
and he has only now been able to
obtain clearance.

mﬁﬁ“wwglgw that Roddy Graham
told us about when we talked to him
last year have been placed on BRC 2.
The lirst, Tom Gallacher s If the Face
Fits, can be seen this Saturday,

It 18 Gallacher's first seript for
television and the purpase of this
W&‘gf‘;ghm e the umbrella

. two-hander pla;

. Meanwhile three Qfsm&e six 30

Face Fits was the first play to be
directed by Christopher Baker,

The second play of the trio, Lo be
transmitted on M:éam‘ is Rise and
Shine by Sean McCarthy, This is a

ed by Dermaol
Crowley and Angie Rew and takes
place entirely in bed, as the couple |
decide whether to change their life |
style and who shall do the changing. |
f;mi:ddg; Graham himself has directed

hisone, '

Finally there is another first

 television play by Jdan Lingard,

writer of children’s books. This, too,
deals with marital problems, though
of & different kind, and Lhe leads are
played by Colette O'Neil and Alison
Kev. Fiona Cumming is the director.
All three plays are produced by
Bob Mcintosh who hopes that the
response to these three plays will
induce HBC 2 to show some or all of
five other half-hour productions
which have been sitting on the shelf
in Glasgow for up to two years,
Last weekend saw the end of
shooting on BBC Scotland’s version
of Moligre's The Miser, intended as a
Play of Lhe Month, Produced by
Pharic Mclaren and directed by
Donald McWhinnie, the play has
been put Into a Scottish situation,
though played in period costume,
So Rikki Fulton, whose perfar.
mance in the maln part has led even
Pharic McLaren to talk about a tour
de force, has become the Laird of

Grippy. , o
Others in the cast are Jenny |
Twigge, Anne Kristen, Valene Fyfer
and Jack Gulloway, The play is being

edited to 110 minutes,

A second Play of the Month, Bar-
rie's What Every Woman Knows,
was completed almost a }iﬁﬁt’ﬂ%{’)
and has now been placed in the
HBBC-1 schedule for July. This is

 another Pharic McLaren Dunald |

McWhinnie partnership which runs
to 100 minutes and has Alec Heggie,
Hannah Gordon, Cheryl Kennedy |




